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WHAT'S LEFT?
There's a new trend on the Left these days to support
individuals who are in the military and want to stay
there. No longer are civil libertarians championing only
the cause of the CO who wants to get out of the armed
forces; they are also supporting the oppressed who want
to stay in. We're referring to the Left's response to the
recent witch hunts aimed at turning out lesbians hidden
in the ranks of our fighting forces. These purges have
left no stone unturned: They have involved 24 of 61
women in the USS Norton Sound in 1980, 40 of 300
women stationed in Memphis, TN, 12 of 102 women on
the USS Dixon in 1982, and a Lt. Joann Newak of the
Air Force. Many of these women were acquitted of the
cparges against them. Some were discharged. And Joann Newak was sent to Leavenworth for 6 years at hard
labor.
Notably, many of the women charged are not lesbians
but are victims of the backlash against women which is
taking place in all the branches of the military, most
prominently in the Navy. The irony is that these women
are getting support from the Left so they can stay in the
military. And in some cases, women who are lesbians
are denying their lesbian identities. An example is Robin
Bruce, who was a Boatswain's Mate on the submarine
Tender Dixon. She initially denied that she was a lesbian. It wasn't until after she appeared before a military
board and was officially discharged from the service
that Robin admitted to being gay. In the meantime, the
gay and lesbian community in San Diego, not to mention the ACLU and NOW, spent time and energy raising
funds for legal defense for Robin and two other accused
women from the Dixon (who were later reinstated
because they were found "not guilty" of the charges
against them).
When we hear of yet another case of a lesbian or gay
man being tossed out of the Navy, Air Force, or Army,
we say, "What right has the military to expel people
because of their sexual preference?'' But we also need to
ask, "What right has the military to exist?" Except
when the military is overzealous in its punishment of
those who don't conform to rules and regulations, as in
the case of Lt. Newak, let's help those who want to get
out of the armed forces, not those who want to stay in.
Yes, it is important that we fight the regulations that
give gays bad discharges. But we're better off spending
our time and energy telling kids who go into the military
looking for adventure and a way out of joblessness that
chances are they'll be worse off when they get out than
when they go in.
D

STONED AGAIN IN
THE CARIBBEAN
FRANK BRODHEAD
In April 1983 the Reagan administration nominated
former Florida Senator Richard Stone as a special envoy
to El Salvador. Stone's primary assignment is to conduct negotiations with El Salvador's political opposition, attempting to include them in the elections now
scheduled for late 1983.
The Stone mission bears watching, for it is designed
to fail, and in failing to serve as a tripwire for increased
U.S. military activity in Central America. It will be
Stone who carries the bad news to the American people
that the guerrillas refuse to participate in the U.S.-sponsored elections. What happens after that has already
been spelled out by the Reagan's custodian of human
rights, Elliott Abrams: "If the guerrillas will not go to
the polls and, instead, shoot at S~lvadorans who do [a
carefully nurtured myth of the last El Salvador
election], the democratic process will have to be defended. "For this," claims Abrams, "our mifitary assistance
is essential." (" If Guerrillas Won't Play," New York
Times, May 9, 1983.)
~While the appointment of a special envoy was the
price Reagan had to pay to keep the military aid flowing
to El Salvador, the choice of the conservative Stone has
dismayed congressional moderates who hoped that the
Reagan administration could be persuaded to modify its
aggressive course in Central America. Yet neither the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee in its hearings on
his nomination, nor the mass media, have examined
Stone's record.
We know that after being defeated fqr his party's
renomination for Senator · in 1980 Stone worked as a
registered lobbyist-for Taiwan and Guatemala, and that
in the latter capacity he worked to persuade Congress to
resume military aid to Guatemala in_spite of that coun. continl{ed on page 4

WOMEN AT SENECA
MEREDITH SMITH
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"Just"as those in power have put us under the threat of
nuclear war, night and day turning our dreams into
nightfr1.ares . ..
Just as the billion dollar high costs of weapons for such
a war (and all the wars along the way-El Salvador,
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Lebanon . .. ) are with us
night and day, robbing us of our hopes for jobs, education and a decent life . ..
So this summer, night and day we women will become a
counter presence-a presence of resistance to destruction, a presence of life on the borders of the Seneca
Army Depot.
Our immediate goal is to stop the Cruise and Pershing II
missile deployment in Europe this fall. For these
weapons will destroy even what fragile uneasy peace
we now have. "
Women's Peace Encampment Flyer
The Cruise and Pershing II

In the fall of 1983, NA TO plans to deploy first-strike
missiles-the Cruise and Pershing II-to Europe. The
Seneca Army Depot_(SEAD) in Romulus, NY, is the
main storage site on the east coast for the Pershing II
and the neutron bomb. The Pershing II, when launched
from missile silos in W. Germany, is capable of reaching
targets in the Soviet Union in six minutes. Six minutes
means that the Soviets will not have enough time to
verify an attack before they will have to make the decision to retaliate to a first-strike from US military installations in Europe.
The Cruise missile is the companion of the Pershing
II. The Cruise is the weapon which will be based at
Greenham Common, England, and Comiso, Sicily,
among other places. It comes in three varieties-Sea
Launched Cruise Missiles (SLCMs), Air Launched
Cruise Missiles (ALCMs) and Ground Launched Cruise
Missiles (GLCMs). Cruise missiles, though not nearly as
fast as the Pershing II, are unique in their ability to fly
low enough to avoid radar detection and to avoid obsta•
cles in their flight paths. Because of their small
size-four missiles will fit on the back of a flat bed
truck-the Cruise is undetectable by current methods of
weal?ons verification such as Salt II. Cruise missiles will
be deployed to Europe from the Griffis Air Force Base,
which is 60 miles from SEAD.
European Peace Movement

Already in Europe there have been massive and consistent demonstrations against NATO's planned deployment of these weapons and the presence of US military
installations in NATO countries. On June 2, 1983, 60
people were arrested in Oxford, England, during a protest against B-52 bombers located there. The Danish
Parliament _voted in June to not allow deployment of

the Cruise and Pershing II until the US and_l}SSR have
completed arms negotiations. In Bonn, W. Germany,
30,000 people gathered in 1981, two years after the
NATO decision to deploy 108 Pershing Il's in that
country.
Most recently, the trend in Europe has been to establish ongoing peace camps outside the gates of NA TO
bases there. There are 15 US military installations in
Sicily and at least that number in Britain alone. Currently, 10 peace camps are ongoing in England, and one at
Comiso, Sicily. A women's camp is being planned for
this summer in W. Germany. Last summer there were
camps in Gibralter and Holland. Most significant of
these is the Women's Peace Camp at Greenham Common. This camp began when a group of individuals,
frustrated by the lack of attention given their peace
march by the media, decided to stay and camp at the
end of their march, Greenham Common, until their
voices were heard. But it was partly the inspiration provided by the news that 3,000 American women had encircled the Pentagon in Washington, DC, in November
1980 and 198 I, that caused these women to call for a
ma_ior action on December 12, 1982. On that day,
30,000 women gathered to "embrace the base" by linking arms and encircling the 9-mile perimeter of Greenham. In the symbolic style of the Women's Pentagon

Action, they wove pieces of cloth into the fence and ·
hung banners on the barbed wire. The call for this
action was put out through a chain letter.

tions throughout the US. It. is important to rememoer
that the process starts with uranium mining on Native
American lands in South Dakota.

Seneca
And now, the thread returns across the ocean; the
weaving which began at the Pentagon in 1980 will continue at the Women's Encampment for a Future of
Peace and Justice. Inspired by the women of Greenham
and by others who have set up peace camps in Europe,
women will gather at SEAD to challenge the threat that
the Cruise, Pershing II and other tools of war pose to
our survival. This encampment is only one of three that
will take place in the US this summer. The Women's Encampment at Seneca will begin on July 4th weekend and
officially end on Labor Day. Unofficially, organizers
hope that the camp will ·continue until the deployment
of (he Cruise and Pershing II have been stopped.
The Encampment will take place on 50 acres of land
which borders SEAD at the back and is one mile by road
from the mairi entrance to the Depot. This land has been
purchased for the Encampment to ensure that there is
always· a safe, legal place for women and children to
gather. The _purpose of this summer's action is not only
to protest the presence of nuclear weapons at SEAD and
their eventual deployment to Europe, but to provide a
place where women can learn about militarization and
the role that it plays in their lives.
Workshops will take place on the land throughout the
summer, focusing on topics such as first-strike weapons; federal budget priorities, disarmament and the
third world, intervention, conversion, conventional
warfare and developing non-violent conflict resolution.
Because the aim is to envision a future different than the
one presented by militarism, discussions will be ongoing
during the summer on the environment, spirituality
(including ways of coping with despair and hopelessness), resistance and issues of racism, homophobia and
sexism. History will also be an important focus since
nearby Seneca Falls was a stop on the underground railway and the home of the first women's rights convention. The structure for planning workshops is open for
any woman who wants to share information.
·
It is important to realize, however, that the Encamp- 1
ment is taking place in a sparsely populated area of upstate NY . The community in which SEAD is located
depends on the Depot for jobs. It is the major source of
employment in an area where most people are faqners.
Gaining the support and understanding of the local population is an integral part of planning for the summer.
For this reason, organizers are encouraging women to
plan support actions in their own communities and to
plan on traveling to Seneca only when major actions are
scheduled. Ti}is is especially urged for the early part of
the summer and July 4th weekend.
Already groups in Canada, Durham, NC, and Northampton, MA, have begun walking from their communities to the Depot. Although SEAD is the storage sight
for the Pershing II, this missile and the Cruise are produced and assembled at factories and military installa- .

Why A Women's Action
Even if nuclear weapons are never used, people are
suffering from the massive, global build-up of armaments: conventional and nuclear. Women of all races
are the majority of the poor in this country, the majority of those whose lives are being affected now by worldwide militarization. And it is women, traditionally, who .
have the smallest voice in making decisions concerning
the direction of global development. It is time for
women to become more aggressive with their opinions,
feelings and ideas concerning peace and the structure of
society. And it is time for men to learn how to take on
the supportive roles. The Encampment Handbook is
oriented toward an understanding of feminism and
women's role in disarmament: historically and as a
vision for the future. Following are some excerpts from
the handbook:
We don't think that women have a special role in the peace
movement because we are "naturally" more peaceful, more
protective or more vulnerable than men. Nor do we look to
women as "Earth Mothers" who will save the planet from
male aggression . . . it is this very division that makes the horrors of war possible ... women's role in peacemaking should be
not conciliatory but assertive, breaking out of our role.
Women for too long have provided the mirrors in which men
see their aggression as an heroic quality.
Keeping the Peace, p. 23
One effect of a women's only action is the creation of a role
reversal. Throughout history ... men have generally been the
ones to go forth, with their swords, tanks and philosophies, to
bring about change. 'women, generally, have stood back, supportive, loving or outraged, with children at hand-strengthened by the call on them to endure and create a life for themselves and their families.
In a women's action, men stand back. If willing, they take
the support roles. They endure the pain of watching a lover,
mother, sister or daughter be incarcarated, clubbed or verbally
assaulted. They learn, hopefully, to be stronger in a very different way than before. Not necessarily the intent of feminist
organizers, the effect of a women's action on men in the movement can be as empowering for those men as it is for the
women themselves.
Barbara Reale

a

Women at Seneca will be creating sustained conimun·ity of resistance. Resistance not only to the planned
development of the Cruise and Pershing II in Europe,
but resistance to the aggression, oppression, fear and
violence which are part of the military mentality.

3

Meredith Smith, member of the RESIST staff, is organizing in
Boston for the Encampment. RESIST is giving two grants for
J2cal_ or~nizi~gJor !he _pea~e ~ncamp_ment.
For more information:
Handbook: Women's Encampment for a Future of Peace and
Justice. Contact the Women's Peace Encampment: NYC339 Lafayette St., NY, NY 10012 (212) 585-8493. Boston-145
Tremont St., Boston, MA (617) 338-6378: Geneva, NY-(315)
789-8610.

Stoned Again in the Caribbean

try s grotesque numan riglits record under the regime of
Lucas Garcia. Yet we do not know what role, if any,
Stone played in having $3.2 million worth of military
jeeps and trucks relabelled as non-military items so that
the aid ban could be circumvented. Nor do we know of
his role in the sale of 25 Bell helicopters to Guatemala
during 1981 and 1982, supposedly sold as "commercial" helicopters but converted ·to military use (by
adding machine guns) even before they reached Guatemala. (And according to the Fort Worth Star Telegram-Bell has its headquarters in Fort Worth-Bell
also trained Guatemalan pilots to fly them.) Both the
trucks and helicopters, of course, enhance the mobility
of Guatemala's counterinsurgency forces, and are used
in the genocidal massacre of Guatemala's Indian
population.
Stone was also the lobbyist for Guatemala, for exam- ·
. pie, when that country's ai:my launched an offensive
· eqiploying 5,000 troops in the province of Chimaltenango in November 1981, and in January 1982 when
they sent 15,000 troops against El Quiche province's
Indians. According to then-Army Chief of Staff Benedicto Lucas Garcia (the president's brother), the army
killed 2,000 "guerrillas" in Chimaltenango, and "virtually eliminated" the armed opposition in El Quiche.
Washington Post correspondent Christopher Dickey
accompanied Lucas Garcia on a helicopter mission over
El Quiche, and reported that the Guatemalan army officers fired machine guns from the helicopter at anything
below that moved. During Stone's tenure as Guatemala's lobbyist, Amnesty International consistently
publicized the unbelievable crimes committed by that
country's armed forces.
So much for Stone's track record in restraining
human rights abuses. Yet his former Senate colleagues
asked Stone neither about his lobbying activities _Qn
behalf of Guatemala, nor his opinion of the human
rights record of that country's government before confirming him in his new position.
"Free Elections"

Though Stone told the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee that "the agenda for negotiations in Central
America must be maintained by Central Americans," in
fact, the United States has rejected meaningful negotiations in Central America for several years. As S~cre.ta~yof State Schultz stated to Congress in his letter promising a special envoy, "The United States will not support
negotiations for power-sharing:" Thus for the Reagan
administration, "negotiations" means any and almost
all activity that has to do with the time, manner, security
arrangements, etc. of conducting elections under the
auspices of the present regime in El Salvador. The
FMLN-FDR proposed instead unconditional negotia-

tions, aimed at ending the civil war and concluding (in
the words of Ruben Zamora) a "comprehensive political settlement" before any voting takes place. The El
Salvador opposition sees the electoral process taking
place once the army has been res'tructured, the death
squads and those military leaders responsible for thousands of civilian deaths disarmed, and a broad framework of civilian government agreed upon by the remaining parties in El Salvador. The United States sees elections as a means to demonstrate to Congress and the
American people that its client regime is freely chosen,
and deserving of continued (and increased) military aid.
The United States sees elections as an adjunct to a military solution; the FMLN-FDR sees elections as the ratification of a negotiated settlement.
In fact, cl good indication of the role of "free elections" as part of the U.S. military strategy in El Salvador can be seen in Richard Stone's earlier activity as
Reagan's special ambassador for "public diplomacy" in
Latin America. His first attempts at diplomacy were,
indeed, public, though not intentionally. Along with
two National Security Council aides Stone was dispatched in March 1983 for secret negotiations with El
Salvador's President Magana and far-right leader
D' Aubuisson. The goal of his mission was to persuade
El Salvador's leaders to advance the timetable for elections from March, 1984-when they were originally
scheduled-to as early as October, 1983. The Reagan
administration feared that on his then-imminent visit to
Central America the Pope would issue a call for the
reconciliation of conflicts, thus seeming to support the
Opposition's call for negotiations. The "Stone Plan"
was to gain the initiative by having the El Salvador
government announce an early election date, and for the
United States to greet the announcement as a demonstration of the willingness of their El Salvador ally to
work for democracy. With any luck, the Pope would
even endorse the election plan.
But luck was not with Richard Stone, for on his
return flight from San Salvador to Miami he and the
two NSC aides were overheard discussing the plan by a
Tampa television reporter, and in spite of Stone's
entreaties that the reporter remain silent in the interests
of national security, the plan was made public. Not only
did the Pope refrain from endorsing the plan, but both
the elections and the El Salvador government itself were
again exposed as instruments to legitimize a U.S. military presence in Central America.
The Soviet "Combat Brigade"

During his hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Stone mentioned in passing that he
thought the Reagan administration should press the
Soviet Union to remove its "combat brigade" . from

Cuba. No Senator pursued this topic, unfortunately,
nor did Stone remind them that it was he who had first
"discovered" the brigade in the summer of 1979, and
along with liberals like Frank Church and conservatives
like Henry Jackson so inflamed U .S.-Soviet relations
that the SALT II Treaty was effectively killed. Indeed,
the controversy generated by this "discovery" deserved
to be recalled, for as Andrew Kopkind recently observed
in The Nation, it was the Soviet combat brigade, and
not the Iranian hostage crisis, that marked the true
beginning of the "New Cold War."
As a Florida Senator, Stone was close to Miami's
Cuban emigre community, and shared their sentiments
toward Cuba. In the Senate he consistently opposed any
measures that would weaken the U.S. trade boycott
toward Cuba. So perhaps it was not surprising that in
mid-July 1979 the substance of a secret report from the
National Security Agency (NSA) concerning Soviet
troops in Cuba was leaked to Stone. According to the
NSA, a Soviet brigade organization, separate from any
known military advisers or trainers, had been in Cuba
for several years. On July 17th, during a session of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee (of which Stone
was a member) on the proposed ratification of the
SALT II Treaty, Stone asked a series of retired members
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff about the impact of the
"hypothetical" introduction of "as much as a brigade
of combat troops in Cuba." The press immediately pursued this lead, and for ten weeks the crisis mounted.
Senator Church, the head of the Foreign Relations
Committee, demanded that the Soviet brigade be with-

Kennedy's secret war was only a secret from U.S. citizens. Many of the details of this war were revealed by
the Congressional investigations of the CIA in the
mid-l 970s, while others can be found in The Fish is
Red: The Story of the Secret War Against Castro, by
Warren Hinckle and William Turner. These sources
show that Martinez was no "third-rate tipster," as former CIA Director Richard Helms lied to the Senate
Watergate Committee, but the commander of the CIA's
navy in the secret war. Based in southern Florida, Martinez's boats transported Cuban emigres and CIA
agents, trained by the CIA in sabotage and assassination, to Cuban shores. Martinez himself boasted that he
made more than 350 such trips in the decade following
the Cuban revolution. Specific actions undertaken by
the saboteurs included the destruction of oil refineries,
chemical plants, railway bridges, and sugar warehouses.
In the genteel words of the CIA's Ray Cline, these
actions were "punitive economic sabotage operations."
Like the raids now carried out by the CIA-directed
Nicaraguan contras based in Honduras, these expeditions were not designed so much to overthrow the
Cuban government as to make life hard for the Cubans,
disrupting their economy and increasing their
dependence on Soviet support.
Following the Bay of Pigs, President Kennedy drew
the lesson that the CIA was plagued by incompetence,
not that it had acted illegally and immorally under his
direction. "We dare not fail to see the insidious nature
of this new and deeper struggle," he said. "We dare not
fail to grasp the new concept, the new tools, the new
urgency we will need to combat it, whether in Cuba or in
South Vietnam." While beginning the build-up in Viet
Nam, the "best and the brightest" also turned their
thoughts toward Cuba. Time for some real thuggery.
"Shouldn't we consider the elimination or assassination
of Castro," mused Robert McNamara. As his fellow
"no first use-er" McGeorge Bundy later recalled, "We
used to sit around the White House all the time thinking
how nice it would be if such and such a leader did not
exist." Theory leading to practice, Martinez had more
goods for his night runs to Cuba. " ... I took a lot of
weapons to Cuba," he told an interviewer shortly after
his release from prison. "Some of them were special
weapons for special purposes. They were powerful rifles
with sophisticated scopes-Springfields with bold
actions, rifles used only by snipers .... Everyone in the ·
underground was plotting to kill Castro, and the CIA
was helping them underground."
Perhaps the symbolism behind Reagan's pardon of
Martinez is now clear. Once again it lifts the rock off the
U.S. crusade for "freedom" in Cuba, and gives us a
nostalgic peek at the Bay of Pigs and the ''secret war,''
which led to a Soviet build-up in Cuba, the Missile
Crisis, and the intervention of the CIA in domestic politics. If we can finally learn something from this history,
Martinez will have earned his pardon.

continued on page 7
I

THE RETURN OF
''ROLANDO''
On the day that Richard Stone was being (barely)
questioned by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
Ronald Reagan travelled to Miami's "Little Havana"
section to deliver a blood-stirring "we shall return"
speech to a cheering crowd of Cuban emigres. As part
of the media build-up to the event, Reagan issued a formal pardon to Eugenio "Rolando" Martinez, the lock
picker of the Watergate burglary team; and during Reagan's speech the TV cameras dutifully picked Martinez
out of the crowd.
To be sure, Nixon got his pardon, and what's fair is
fair. But if the symbolism of Martinez's pardon was
completely lost on the press ("What about Colson and
Magruder?"), it was not lost on Little Havana. For
Rolando was a leading activist in the "secret war" those
rambunctious Kennedy boys ran against Cuba following
the Bay of Pigs fiaso in 1961; and Reagan's pardon was
another reminder to the Cubans, as it should be to us, of
the nearly unbroken continuity of U.S. hostility toward
Cuba since the revolution.
Like Nixon's "secret bombing" of Cambodia, or
Reagan's "covert" action against Nicaragua,

-Frank Brodhead
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THE PUZZLE
PALACE: A REPORT
ON AMERICA'S
MOST SECRET
AGENCY
By James Bamford
Houghton Mifflin, 1981, $16.95
DAVID SCHALLER ·
The National Security Agency was established by a
top-secret presidential .memorandum on November 4,
1952. Though the name of the Agency ~s no longer classified, almost every other fact concerning it still is.
There has never been a statutory foundation to its existence, nor a legal definition of its scope of activity. There
are only laws prohibiting the release of information
about the NSA, and it is virtually exempt from the Freedom of Information Act. Nevertheless, James Bamford
was able to piece together The Puzzle Palace from
public sources, interviews and inferences. This was
before President Reagan's 1982 executive order on classification went into effect.
The NSA's work is secret mostly because it has acted,
from the beginning, in violation of the letter and spirit
of Constitutional protection of individual privacy. Two
functions of the Agency are collecting "signals intelligence" (SIGINT) which means intercepting electronic
messages and deciphering encoded telecommunications,
and ''communications security'' (COMSEC) which is
the opposite task of creating secure communications
equipment and procedures for the US government and
military. These activities are now known as cryptanalysis and/ or cryptology.
In 1978, the NSA had a staff of 68,203 civilian and
military personnel under its control, "more than all of,
the employees of the rest of the intelligence community
put together." In 1969, at the height of the Vietnam
War, the figure was 95,000 people, almost five times the ,
contemporary number of CIA personnel. The NSA
budget is estimated at between four and ten billion dollars annually; "it includes everything from the cost of a
set of headphones at a desert listening post in Morocco
to NSA's CRAY-1 computer in the basement of its
Headquarters Building" at Fort Meade, outside of
Washington. The NSA classifies between fifty and a
hundred million documents each year, according to a
1980 Government Accounting Office report cited by
Bamford.
The Puzzle Palace is the first comprehensive study of
this massive, obsessively secret bureaucracy. Bamford
discovered a legal loophole through which he obtained
60,000 pages of internal NSA staff newsletters. These
revealed a great deal about the Ag7ncy's major or~an-

·izational divisions of responsibility and the key personnel over the years. Bamford devotes much of the book
to outlining the formal "command structure" of the
NSA, its historical evolution, and key power struggles
between individuals, between br~nches of the military
and between the NSA and other intelligence agencies.
An historical look at internal policy formulation and
execution is inseparable from the technological revolution in telecommunications which followed World War
II. Because of its "policy of anonymity" the NSA's role
in America's high-tech industrial boom has remained
hidden but has been enormous. C<1mputers changed the
work of code breaking from a "black art" to a specific
"hard science." Throughout WWII, the jobs of
SIGINT and COMSEC were performed by the military
services. After the war, "the constant need to push outward the boundaries of mathematics, engineering and
telecommunications now required the establishment of
a close yet secret alliance with America's academic and
industrial communities."
In 1957, a select panel of top scientists, chaired by
Bell Labs research chief Dr. William O. Baker, concluded that the NSA's operations were crucial to the Cold
War effort. He recommended the initiation of a crash
program of specialized research (similar to the Manhattan Project) which would link the NSA with the vanguard of the scientific community. The vehicle for this
secret partnership was the Institute for Defense Analysis
which formed a Communications Research Division in
1958. By 1962 the Research Division had moved into its
own building at Princeton. Of course the Cold War
wedlock of the military and America's techno-genius
has never been discreet. Some of the most interesting
features of Bamford's report deal with the tensions,
rivalries and power struggles within this modern coupling. The family feuds inside the Agency, originally
among the service branches, shifted through the 1960's
and 1970's to a struggle between the career military and
the career civilian NSA personnel.
The need to protect the image of scientific management and the illusion of rational authority is a major
explanation of the fetish for classification that distinguishes the intelligence community as a whole, and the
NSA to the extreme. The structure of the organization,
its key personnel and its "methods and sources" of
gathering information are protected not only from the
nation's "enemies" but also from the Pentagon 's
administrators, Congressional politicians-who rubberstamp projects and appropriations for the Agency-and
American taxpayers, who foot the Agency's bill. Above
all else, Bamford argues, secrecy and supra-legality are
integral to the mythical status of the intelligence community as the "third option" (after the use of military
force and diplomacy) and to its oracular role in defining
"national security" and in determining Cold War foreign policy.
However, Bamford's book is full of detailed accounts
of penetrations through the NSA's wall of silence:
defections to Russia, documents sold by low-level cour_iers, small accidents and major inc;idents like the capture

Stoned Again in the Caribbean
drawn before any further _action be taken on the SALT
II Treaty.
The controversy centered on the ·rtumber and mission
of the Soviet troops and how long they had been in
Cuba. The Soviets claimed that their force was a "training center" that had been in Cuba since 1962. But Stone
and Church insisted that it was a "combat brigade,"
though they never spelled out what this meant or how
they knew it. According to a review of the crisis by
Washington Post correspondent Don Oberdorfer (October 16, 1979), "There was no sign that the Soviet force
in Cuba had ever engaged in combat, and no indication
that its mission is to be prepared to do so. There is no
airlift or sealift attached to the unit to permit speedy
'combat' deployment. There is no plausible 'enemy' for
the small force to 'combat' against." And perhaps not
incidentally, the crisis over the Soviet brigade broke on
the heels of the Nicaraguan revolution, and in the midst
of the Non-Aligned Nations Conference then being held
in Havana.
The conflict was partially defused by a masterfully
nebulous speech by Jimmy Carter on October 1st, in
which he demanded that the Soviets promise not to use
the brigade for offensive purposes outside of Cuba. But
by then the damage was done, and whatever momentum
the Carter administration had gained for ratification of
the SALT Treaty in the Senate was lost. Further consideration of the Treaty was postponed after the Iranian
hostage crisis, and shelved indefinitely after the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan.
There were other consequences of the Soviet "combat" brigade crisis. Apparently a large number of
"retaliatory" options were discussed by National Security chief Zbigniew Brzezinski and his staff, and Carter
ordered increased surveillance of Cuba, new naval
maneuvers in the Caribbean and the landing of a contingent of Marines at Guantanamo Bay, and a build-up of
the Rapid Deployment Force (then but an infant) in the
Indian Ocean.
As noted above, Stone still thinks the Soviet brigade
should be removed. Certainly in preparation for more
of Stone's "diplomacy" in the Caribbean we should
. prepare ourselves for higher, not lower, levels of Cold
War tension in U .S.-Cuban relations. We might also
note that because the pro-SALT, anti-nuclear forces in
Congress were not willing to threaten their fragile coalition by attacking the anti-Cuban position of the Right,
the SALT Treaty was lost. Having served its purpose
once, a new "discovery" of the "combat brigade," and
more generally of the Cuban military threat to the
United States, awai!S the next serious attempt to relax
cold war tensions by controlling nuclear weapons. The
Stone mission to Central America, and indeed all of
Reagan's Caribbean policy, demonstrates again the intimate link between the possibilities for disarmament and
our success in stopping U.S. intervention in the Third

of the spy ship Pueblo. Not to mention the loss of Iran
and the major iqtercept facilities there which were the
primary intelligence "window" on the Soviet Union.
Turncoats and accidents, mistakes and miscalculations
are presumed risks in this "business." Leaks of factual
or technical data are ongoing.
But, Bamford concludes that the "almost supernatural aura to the field" is critical to domestic operations. "The real fear," he says, "is not of compromis- _
ing 'the American code,' which is changed thousands of
times a second, but of revealing the existence of such
massive illegal operations as Shamrock and Minaret."
The Shamrock operation, authorized by President Truman, was the long-sta~ding system whereby the NSA
received copes of all international telegraphic communications entering this country from the three commercial
cable companies (ITT, RCA and Western Union).
Mi~aret began in 1969 and was an intensification of the
NSA's role in keeJiliig "watch lists."_supplied by the
FBI, ~1kanoSecret Service.
Though domestic intelligence operations were the subject of extensive Congressional investigation in the
I 970's, predictably little attention was devoted to the
NSA by the media. In this respect, Bamford's synthesis
of the documents produced by the Church anq Pike
committees is especially welcome.
Though The Puzzle Palace is the first book about the
NSA, and is valuable as an initial overview of what is
known of the Agency, it is not a "report" on the Agency. It remains an incomplete puzzle itself. There is no
sustained argument to provide organization to the
empirical evidence. Instead, like much of the non-fiction literature on intelligence topics, Bamford relies on
stylistic devices used in fiction or in journalism to provide connective tissue for disparate facts. Some of these
facts are quantitatively useful but they do not speak for
themselves. · They are presented without a coherent
frame of reference.
In exposing the massive gap between the technological powers of the military-industrial state and its legal,
constitutional authority, Bamford's intentions, and
considerable effort, cannot be faulted. However, the
force of the facts he gathers is dissipated by the enormous amount of impressionistic detail. The sensationalism he uses to reach a larger audience bears the same
result as it does in the commercial media. The reader is
overwhelmed by the barrage of isolated "bits of information" and is discouraged by the seeming complexity
of the problems being exposed. The title of the final
chapter of The Puzzle Palace, "The Abyss," serves
better as a metaphor for the author's lack of critical
vision than for the conclusions drawn from the facts he
has offered. ·
David Schaller is a freelance writer and has worked on
Counterspy magazine.
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Frank Brodhead is a member of the RESIST Board who is currently living in Philadelphia.

work . Despite the isolation, conservatism and militarism, spirited groups have continued to appear in all
parts of the state. It is the purpose of the Texas Grassroots Peace Organizing Project to provide consulting
services and support to these groups so that they can be
more effective in their often lonely but critical work.
Essentially, Texas Grassroots is aimed at empowerment
of people. There are a lot of folks who are supportive of
peace and disarmament issues in Texas, but they lack
the skills, experience, or knowledge of the issues to be
effective organizers. This project will develop a network
of peace and progressive groups throughout the state,
provide education on the issues of peace and disarmament, provide education on organizing skills, and provide access to resources such as films, speakers, slide
shows, literature, videotapes, books and newsletters .
RESIST's grant will be used to put an organizer "on the
road" to reach all of these groups in Texas and assist
them in their development and in making the necessary
links with similar groups in the state.

GRANTS
VIETNAM VETERAN ARTISTS (VVA) (116 North
Ridge Road, Ipswich, MA 01938)
A careful study of high school textbooks and university
curricula in the U.S. will inevitably lead one to discover
that the history of the Vietnam War, for the most part,
is either being conveniently forgotten or rewritten. The
Reagan administration is counting on this "soda,
amnesia" about Vietnam to carry out its adventures in
Central America and elsewhere in the Third World. A
recent project of the VVA addresses this problem. Composed of combat vets of a multi-racial composition with
varied class backgrounds, this group has taken the
responsibility to tell the true story of the Vietnam War
so that its lessons will be learned. The vets have used the
creative process to recreate the horrors of the War and
to reassess the roles they played in it. Their project, entitled "Through Our Eyes Only," contains over 350
photos and 200 slides taken fn_Vietnam during the War.
It also includes 35 poems written by combat vets during
and after the War. Although all of the vets are amateur
writers and photographers, their exhibition, which has
been shown .ill over the country, has received favorable
reviews froin mainstream critics and parts of the show
have been published in newspapers, magazines and
journals. As well as educating the public about Vietnam, the VV A is also coordinating its efforts with antidraft, disarmament, women's and Third World organizations to oppose war · and to continue to work for
peace, They also want to educate the general public
about the continuing special problems and needs of the
Vietnamese people and American vets who are suffering
from the effects of chemical herbicides that were
sprayed over 6 million acres of crop lands and forests.
Many of these vets frequently speak at local high
schools about these issues. RESIST's grant went
towards the production costs of a brochure that explains
this group and its purpose. The brochure will be sent to
activist groups throughout the country so that the project will become widely available as a dynamic resource.

RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR ABORTION
RIGHTS (RCAR) (343 So. Dearborn 705, Chicaco, IL
60604)

The Religious Coalition for Abortion Rights is comprised of 27 Protestant, Jewish, Catholic and other religious organizations committed to maintaining the 1973
Supreme Court decision which made abortion a legal
medical procedure. Coalition members hold widely
varying views on when abortion is morally justified; but
all agree that individuals must have the right to make
decisions concerning abortion based on their own consciences and religious beliefs and in accordance with
responsible medical practice. The members of RCAR
are committed to preserving the religious liberty guaranteed by the First Amendment. They believe in separating
church and state and that religious liberty means that
while every religious group is free to preach and live
according to its own theology, it may not use the power
of the state (through the law) to force its theology on
others. RCAR has used several methods in carrying out
its goal of educating and informing the public about the
issue of abortion. They have set up booths at the State
Fair in Illinois, published a newsletter, held workshops
and organized a speakers bureau. Their main objective
is to have clergy trained to address meetings on the
abortion issue and to effect an ethical approach coupled
with religious beliefs that solidify a basic need to accept
a pro-choice view with no guilt attached. The RESIST
grant will be used for printing and mailing the RCAR
newsletter and a fundraising letter to its constituency.

TEXAS GRASSROOTS ORGANIZING PEACE

PROJECT (c/o Todd Samusson, 4305 Avenue H,
Austin, Texas 78751)
Texas is one of the most important states for the military-Industrial complex. There is at least one defense
contractor in every county of the state and billions of
dollars are channeled to these contractors. The PANTEX facility in Amarillo is where all of the nuclear warheads in the U.S. undergo final assembly. While the
Nuclear Freeze movement and other peace efforts have
had a significant impact in major metropolitan areas of
the state, many smaller or more isolated areas have yet
to be affected. The physical size of Texas makes organizing particularly difficult because not only are there
hundreds of cities and towns to reach, but they are very
widely scattered. While organizing in Texas has these
difficulties, the state is still fertile ground for peace-
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